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Hello Door County, 

As the year draws to a close, we are reminded how much has changed in Door 
County and how much more support survivors of domestic violence need today. 

The rising cost of living has affected everyone, but for survivors escaping abusive 
relationships, it can be the difference between safety and returning to harm. Many 
of the people we serve are rebuilding their lives after experiencing financial abuse, 
where their access to money, housing, or even transportation was controlled. 
Once they find safety, they often face overwhelming challenges to meet basic 
needs such as; groceries, gas, clothing, and rent. 

At HELP of Door County, we are seeing more survivors than ever reach out for 
supplemental financial assistance while they work to rebuild stability for 
themselves and their children.  

Because of supporters like you, we have been able to: 

• Provide emergency grocery and gas cards so survivors can get to work,
school, or court, safely. 

• Offer rental assistance and transitional housing for families starting over.
• Connect survivors with job training, financial literacy, and long-term

support through the help of our advocates.
• Teach our youth to learn about healthy relationships through our FYRE

program, providing them the opportunity to break the cycle of violence
before it starts.

These supports are making a difference, but the need continues to grow. 

The MISSION:  The Mission of HELP of Door County is to eliminate domestic abuse 
through prevention and intervention services and to advocate for social change. 
 

For us to continue offering six months 
of rental support, and to meet the 
increasing requests for financial 
assistance, we need your help.  

Please consider making your tax-
deductible gift before December 31st 
to help us reach our $55,000 goal and 
continue offering life-changing support 
to those who need it most. 

You can give online at 
www.helpofdoorcounty.org, by mail, 
or in person at our HELP office. 

From all of us at HELP of Door County, 
thank you for standing with survivors 
and for helping us build a community 
where everyone can live free from fear 
and full of hope.  



At 72 years old, my client came to me terrified after being stalked, threatened, 
and harassed by her abuser. Together, we took small steps toward safety like 
gathering evidence, printing screenshots, and installing a Ring camera that he 
later destroyed. Despite her fear, she found the courage to call the police and 
was granted a temporary restraining order. The court process was long and 
exhausting, but she never gave up. With ongoing safety planning, support, and 
advocacy, she’s now safe, independent, and back to doing what she loves, 
making candles and caring for her plants. 

A brave teenager under 18, endured sexual assault, ongoing harassment, and 
relentless bullying at school. Despite the pain and fear she carried, she reached 
out for help and began her healing journey. Through consistent emotional 
support, safety planning, and discussions about healthy relationships, she 
started to rebuild her sense of safety and self-worth. Today, she’s learning that 
what happened to her does not define her  and that she has the strength and 
courage to shape a future filled with hope and resilience. 

My client spent her entire childhood in foster care, aging out of the system at 18 
with no family or support to turn to. Alone and searching for love, she entered a 
relationship that quickly turned abusive. With no one else to rely on, leaving felt 
impossible  but eventually, she found the courage to escape and sought safety 
at shelter. Through housing assistance, safety planning, and emotional support, 
she regained stability and confidence. Today, she is living on her own for the 
first time, free from abuse and proud of the independence she’s built for 
herself. 

One client’s story is one of unimaginable strength. She survived an attempted 
murder and faced repeated failures from law enforcement throughout her 
pursuit of justice. Despite the barriers and re-traumatization within the legal 
system, she persevered with unwavering determination. Through ongoing legal 
advocacy, safety planning, emotional support, and access to essential basic 
needs, she regained control of her life. Her journey reminds us that even when 
the system fails, resilience and support can pave the way to empowerment and 
survival. 



Anne Kok Social Justice Award

In February 2008, HELP of Door County and our
entire community suffered a tremendous loss
with the unexpected death of Anne Kok.
Anne, who served as HELP’s Executive Director,
worked tirelessly to develop several of our
programs that are still in place today.
To recognize Anne’s legacy, HELP decided to
honor her with the Anne Kok Social Justice
Award. Recipients of the award are individuals
who embody Anne’s ideals of Social Justice and
Change and are champions for Domestic
Violence Advocacy.

This year’s 2024 award
winner is …

Since 2000, End
Domestic Abuse
Wisconsin has
chronicled deaths due
to domestic violence in
our state. In 2024, 99
individuals died in
Wisconsin due to
domestic violence at a
rate of approximately
one death every 3.7
days. The basic
findings, contained in
this report are outlined
below. An additional 11
cases of fatal family
violence are included
in a supplemental
section where intimate
partner violence was
not a factor.

End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin
2024 Domestic Homicide Report Executive Summary



Website: www.helpofdoorcounty.org | www.facebook.com/helpofdoorcounty | Email: help@helpofdoorcounty.org 

“I had the absolute privilege and 
honor of telling my story of 
domestic violence to the donors 
of Help of Door county. We don’t 
end abuse by staying silent on it, 
and I believe that those of us 
who are able to use our voice 
have an obligation and 
responsibility to share our story. 
It was made so clear to me how 
people truly have no idea what 
goes on inside abusive 
relationships. I’m so grateful to 
have gotten to make such an 
impact on so many people and 
am excited to continue to do so. 
If you have a voice, no matter 
what it’s about, don’t be afraid to 
use it. The world needs to hear 
what you have to say. Do it for 
those who can’t.  “   

Kinzzy 

“Thank you to everyone who joined us for HELP’s Donor 
Appreciation and Annual Meeting! We’re grateful for your 
support and for standing with survivors in our community. 
Your commitment makes our work possible every day.”  

Kinzzy 

http://www.helpofdoorcounty.org/
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